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Page 2 highlights key life events that may mean 
it’s time to review your estate plan.

A Will is not a “set and forget” process.

A Will records your wishes at a point in time and sets 
out how your assets will be distributed when you die. 
When life changes, check that your Will and other 
estate planning documents remain current. Some 
events — such as marriage — can cancel your Will. 
An outdated (or DIY) Will can lead to unintended 
outcomes and added stress for your executors.

Key Documents to Review

Your documents include your Will, Enduring Power 
of Attorney, Appointment of Enduring Guardian, and 
Superannuation or life insurance nominations.

Helpful Information for Reviewing

Your Will and 
Estate Planning 
Documents

Thank you for choosing Lee Sames Egan.
This guide outlines when to review your 
estate planning documents to ensure they 
continue to reflect your wishes.
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Annual Checklist
CHANGES AFFECTING YOUR KEY PEOPLE
Key people include Executors, Trustees, Appointors, Guardians,  
Testamentary Guardians, Attorneys, Medical Guardians, Beneficiaries

	✔ Can they still fulfil their role?

	✔ Has anyone died, lost capacity, moved overseas,  
or become ill/disabled?

	✔ Is any beneficiary at risk of legal action or dispute? 

CHANGES TO YOUR WISHES

	✔ Many superannuation death benefit nominations 
lapse after 3 years

 
CHANGES IN YOUR PERSONAL LIFE

	✔ New relationship (de facto, registered, marriage)

	✔ Birth, adoption, or stepchild

	✔ Separation (update before divorce)

	✔ Diagnosis of dementia or terminal illness

	✔ Birth of a grandchild

	✔ Moving interstate or overseas

	✔ Retirement

 
CHANGES TO YOUR FINANCIAL POSITION

	✔ Changes to assets or liabilities

	✔ Receiving an inheritance

	✔ Commencing a Centrelink pension

	✔ Changes to trusts, companies, or control 
structures

	✔ Amending any Trust Deeds

	✔ Changes to life insurance

	✔ Binding Financial Agreement (Family Law Act)

	✔ Buying or selling significant assets

	✔ Risk of bankruptcy

	✔ Gifting or lending money to family members

	✔ Changes to superannuation, tax, or Centrelink rules


